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happening on the shores of the Black Sea, thought the
time had come when a revolt of the native troops would
probably be successful. Their minds, already well pre-
pared, were inflamed and excited by the bards, brahmins,
and moulvis, who stirred them up by songs and exhorta-
tions.

At the beginning of the year 1857, whilst the contingent
of the British army was reduced owing to exterior compli-
cations, N^^^hilvotherwise called Dandou Pant, who

had been residing near Cawnpore, had gone to Delhi, and
twice to Lucknow, no doubt with the object of provoking
the rising, prepared so long ago, for, in fact, very shortly
after the departure of the Nana, the insurrection was
declared.
On the 24th of February, at Berampore, the 34th regi-
ment refused the cartridges. In the middle of the month
of March an adjutant was massacred, and the regiment
being disbanded after the punishment of the assassins,
carried into the neighbouring provinces most active ele-
ments of revolt
On the roth of May, at Meerut, a little to the north of
Delhi, the 3rd, I ith, and 2Oth regiments mutinied, killed
their colonels and several staff officers, gave up the town to
pillage, and then fell back on Delhi. Here the rajah, a
descendant of Timour, joined them. The arsenal fell into
their power, and the officers of the 54th regiment were